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1r1eVances occaſroned by Inferiour Courts, multiplicity of Priſons, Attorneys, Sollicitors, Parators, 


Regiſters, Deputies, Bailiffs, and ſuch like Agents. 


Xl} Ourts being ſo many and various, as Three weeks Spiritual Court, and Viſitations, Corporation Courts, Mannor Courts, of moſt ſtrange 
{ Ry 27 Privilegesand Cuſtoms, County Courts, Hundred Courts, Leets, Sheriffs Turn, exc. with ſeveral Priſons to moſt, or many of them in- 
SEND 22 cident, or uſed ; and ſeveral places wherein the Body is Arreſted with a white Rod, and Priſon peculiar thereunto, have of late, by their 
AE Ty practiſes, much decayed Trade and good Husbandry. And firſt ofthe Spiritual Court. | 
| lv Therebeing no Law for an Afſeſment towards the Reparations of the Church, the Clergy uſually Aſſeſs at pleaſure. 

Now if a man, through inequality of ſuch Afeſiment, retule payment, or on ſome trivial concern of ſmall Tithes, or diſpleaſure taken 

by the Miniſter, or Court-Ofhcers, is entred into Court, and Excommunicated, which coſts, to purchaſe an Abſolution, 27. 31. and ſome 

/. nay 5 {a Head tothe Regiſter, according to the people's ignorance, and with it, many times,the Regiſter takes the Church-Rates ( the 

ground ofthe Preſentment) keeps it, the Pariſhioners being remedileſs to have it from him, and many times the Miniſter alſo, ifno good Benefaftor. And ad- 

mitting the Excommunication not being purchaſed off, preſently not regarding the method in Law, 1s gotten a Writ, De Excommunicato capiendo, whz2reon 
ſeveral hath lain long in Priſon, and ſeveral, to be freed thereof, have paid 8 and Io /. pound a man. 7 | 

About Arno 1672. a Farmer having his Servant gotten with Child by his Neighbour, on whom ſhe fathered it, and which not onely, in maintaining the Child, 

and at Seſſions, coſt the reputed Father much Money, but in this Spiritual Court, for commutation of Pennance, much more ; and fo cunningly managed, inre- 
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' venge for the Farmer's endeavouring to proſecute his Neighbour, for maintenance of the Child, andindempnitying the Pariſh,that the Neighbour foon atter, gets 


tobe Church-warden, andgets a lewd fellow tofay, the Farmer committed Fornication with one L. and then at Vilitation-Court about Eaſter 1674. makes 
Preſentment, that there was a fame within their Pariſh, that, ec. ſhould commit Fornication with, ec. Whereupon the Regiſter ſets the Parator to work 
with Citation, ec. Excommunication follows, and the Court enforced the Farmer to bring four Compurgators, a mockery to tae Oath Ex Officio, to fwear 
they belicvcd him not guilty z and fo with loſs of about 5 /. for Fees or Commutation got off. But ſtil] the Farmer bemg the grieved perſon, remedileſs, and 


his Neighbours a&tiors Ex Officio. 
Several whole neceſlitics a ſenting them from Viſitation- 


from them. 
One preſented Church-warden the Oath tendred the Archdeacon, telling him, the ſame was not ſo dangerous as a Conltable's Oath, and eaſter to be kept 


and willing to get mony in a {ivift manner, ask'd him thrice, [ Wil zox take the Oath & ] not ſuffering the poor man's anſwer to intervene; enters him Contu- 
macious, and orders Excommunication to ifſue. Yet the man offered ( as being a Member*of the Church of Erglazd, frequents no other, ec. loving the Rites 
and Ceremonies thereof, exc.) to do the Office, and give a juſt account to the Pariſh : but nothing but money could work, and that no intcrtour Sum. Others 


have refuſed the Oath, being never to be kept, which have colt them vaſt ſums of money. 
Nomination of Church-wardens, taking their Accompts, new Books of Articles every year 


Pariſhioners annually very large ſums. : | 
For Abſolutions, Compurgations, and Commutations to the Archdeacon, Official, Regilter, Proftors, and Apparitors, are ſeveral thouſands Annually paid, 


and neverany thing by it amended, or buſineſsdetermined, but ſuſpended, to the ruine of moſt who have been in this Court concerned.- | 
For Commiſſions, ad Exaxinand. wherein the Clergy are Commiſitoners, Regiſters, the Clerks are five times the chargeof a Chancery Commiſion, 20 l. a 


day ſmall Fees ; yet no cauſe determined. | x CERTESRARE 1 
Probate of Wills, wherein are paid Exceſſive Fees, the grieved not daring to ſeek relief, on all occaſions of offence ]ying under Excommunication, 6c. Will 


being the Spiritual Law. 
Thouſands at this day lie priſoners for Toys and Trifles, by the Writ Excomr. Capierd. ) 
If one guiltleſs is accuſed of a Baſe Child, maintain it, and ſuffer Penalties of Statute theretore. Ciocommanication; ati cache x: Abioliis 


WE $ A 2, . P Þ . 
It 4. lay, you incontinently knew B. tis a fame. with Fees & c. colifiiear abour 15 Laon: | 
If you come not to your own Pariſh Church, though you go to another nearer by ſeveral miles. 


Phyſicians, Chyrurgeons, Midwives, not Probat of Wills, though hindred by ſeveral accidents. 


Court, have been preſented, Church-wardens. Excommunicated, and vaſt Sums ot Money extorted 


(though the very ſame) and Pariſh forced Preſentments, coſts the 


Next of other Inferiour Courts, and their manner ofpraGtiſe ; and firſtin the Reaſons againſt the Bill forerefting Courts of Conſcience, Inferiour Courts are 
commended for quicknels and eafineſs. Whereto is truly anſwered, | 

That the Inferiour Courts are more ſlow and expenſive than the C * WeſtminSter, {c|dom any Trial but is above fix 'moneths ſtanding; and for Coſts, 
tis frequent to amount on the Plaintiffs part to5,6, and8 /. and on Ii endants, from 3 10 s. to61. 1o s.as by ſeveral Bills can bemanifelted. The Courts 
of Weſtminſter doas ſeldom exceed 6 I. as theſe are under ; and although manyof theſe Courts hold not plea of 4o s. yet-by the Stewards favour, they do 


uſually fetch up in Coſts. And the Steward ſigning the Bill of Coſts, how grievous ſoever, the grieved are remed ileſs. 
urors con(iſt moſtly of Six, and returned by the Bailifis by dureCftion-from the Steward, .and, as to their quality, are moſtly Bailiffs, looſe Attendants on the 


Court, men of ſmall Reputation, andleſs Eſtate. 

To all or moſt of thele Inferiour Courts, ec. as appurtenant, areLecets and Law Courts, and twice a year to be holden at ſome ſuch place as is moſt agreeable 
to the Bailifts Intereſt, ifno Houſe ofhis own; where, under pretenceof havingaJury to ſerve his Majeſty, the Bailiffs, through theadjacent parts, ſummons moſt 
of the ignorant Inhabitants, and ſuch whom they conceive cannot attend the Court; and oftentimes fummons at the Church-doors, on S$:zdays, the remoteſt 
perſons, to attend the Court the next day ; when the Court being thus ſet, an inſpection 1s mace to the Abfenters, who are particularly called, and grie- 
vouſly amerced ; and cach Tything-man;andſuch like Officers, owing their Duty and Suit, not appearing, are likewiſe amerced, though. ignorant of the time 
and place; and did they appear, isno Suit or Service required 3 and tor thoſe appearing, are-{cldom called, but the Court diſmiſled, pretending the Abſenters 
abſence hindred the making a Jury, though enoughto make three Juries, and no neceſiary bulineſs tor one man. 

For theſe, the like, and many other Amerciaments, and heavy Fines, to carry colour and contenenance, ſometime before every Michaelmas, are two made 
men ſummoned to appear, and affeer the Books, who continue the ſame,or amerce as they think fit, all the Criminals, whereon the tryed colour of the Stewards 
Warrant, levies the ſame, and will not take an Amcrciament without Diſtreſs, the better to advance 5, 10, 20, nay 40s. from each Offender for the labour of Di- 
ſtraining. The grieved perſon altogether without remedy. h 

All or moſt of thoſe Inferiour Courts within the reſpecive-Counties, Hundreds, Lord{tnps, and Peculiars, are either ſold, or ſet to Farm at exceſſive Rates : 
How probableis it then to enjoy good Juſticiaries, where Stewards, Regiſters, and Officers, are Farmers, Judges, and Executioners, e*c. 

Sincea clauſe mentioned in a late A& of Parliament, for prevention of 1rivial and vexatious Suits in Law, ec. and numbers of ſmall tnfling Suits in the 
Courts at Weſtminſter, hath made them multiply in the Intertour Courts, been more clamorous, fouler proceedings, Trials by Jury of Six, of baſeand mean De- 
gree, more expenſive and oppreſlive than ever. | | = | 

For Priſons, being ſo many in ſeveral Counties, 'tis uſual to Arreſt by Procelsor White-rod in one place, and carry the Priſoner into another Peculiar, let fall 
the firſt Attion, new arreſt him, and convey him to ſucha Priſon, as may be worſt and moſt vexatious. The like 1s of goods taken, and carried from placeto place, 
that the Owners have been undone by it, or the perſons and Bailifis unable to give ſatisfaction. 

Inferiour Attorneys(not being of the Courts of WeſtminSter )Officers, Parators,Bailiffs, Deputies, Agents, and ſuch like Afſiſtants,the Nation ſwarms with, and to 
that degree,they are ſuppoſed to excced the Husbandmen andLabourers,and which for ſuch ſtrife and diſcord(it not ftopt,will ruine Trade and good Husbandry.) 

In an Action of Detinue inan Inferiour Court, goods ofthe value of 2 s. hath been expended near 10 /. inanother Court tor Ob. near as muck ; in another tor 
a Bridle, as much, e$c. For redrefling thoſe Grievances, nothing can be more conducing, than leflening the number of Courts, Priſons onely to be Sheriffs-ward 
and Common Gaols. Attorneys and Sollicitors to a certain number, and well qualified ; Bailiffs and ſuch Officers to thoſe onely,tor whom the Sheriff will anfwer 
by Action, @*c. "HEEL | | 

That Juſtices of Peace, under a good qualification, end all differences for Afſaults and Batteries, Debts, Treſpaſles, Slanders, and every other thing where the 
Debt or Damage exceedsnot 40 -. that the Church-rate, and recovery for ſmall Tythes, be as the Poor Rate; and Nomination of Church-wardens, and other 
Officers, as the Over-ſeers of the Poor, and to be Annual! Elected by Voteof the Pariſh ;'and all Rates to be publiſhed and confirmed at ſome publick place, by 


three Juſtices together at leaſt, that all Complaints be firſt heard. eþ5 
That no Fee for Counſel to be retained before any Jultice of Peace to plead begiven, &*c. or Juſtices Clark or Conſtable, for writing or Serving any Warrant, 


Precept, ec. take above 6 d. | | 
Thatif any perſon ſind himſelf agrieved by.the Juſtice's order, may enter into Recognizanceby way of Appeal, andtry itby a Jury of Twelve at thenext Ge- 


neral Quarter Seſſions; andifit pals againſt the Appellor, he to pay ſuch Coltsnot exceeding 4o -. as Juſtices think fit. 
That all other Suits exceeding 405. be tried at the Courts at Weſt-rinſter,and by Niſe prizs,@5c. as ulual ; and that noother Suit, ſave to thoſe Courts, Aſlizes and 


Seſſions, &c. berequired, e*c. 7 | 
That whereas ſeveral have moſt vexatiouſly been troubled in ſeveral Courts, concerning one and the ſame Cauſe; that no perſons be puniſhed aboye once. or 


3n more Courts than one, for one and the ſame Offence. 


